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SHOALHAVEN City Council looks to be painting itself into a corner when it comes to controversial decisions over selling prime land in Huskisson to developers. 

And in the process it is setting itself at odds with the community. 

While the rights and wrongs of the various land parcels being sold, and indeed the hotly-debated changes to planning laws which some claim will turn Huskisson into another Byron Bay, have all occupied plenty of space within this newspaper, the number of issues being discussed behind closed doors also needs to be addressed. 

The debate on the Owen Street car park has largely been held behind closed doors, excluding public scrutiny from the process. 

And indeed the cornerstone of the debate, and two sets of legal advice to council, has been on whether the community was properly consulted in a previous process of reclassifying the land from community to operational, opening up the way for it to be sold and developed. 

It is a fact of life that people seem to care most about what happens within their local communities, and within the realm of local government. 

And within even the best and most transparent local councils, there is always a large sector of the community suspicious of council actions. 

Continually debating matters behind closed doors, particularly issues that have been generating such intense community interest, is bound to spark suggestions of cover-ups and underhand deals, regardless of whether or not these are justified. 

It is time for council to open the doors to ensure maximum transparency in its decision making processes. 

Otherwise calls for the council to be sacked will continue to come from a suspicious and disenfranchised community.




