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	Council ignores advice 
By ALEX ARNOLD 

Husky land sale controversy continues 

SHOALHAVEN City Council has ignored legal advice in order to proceed with the controversial sale of its Owen Street carpark to Huscorp. 

Revelations about council’s actions come as the issue is set to return to the floor of council tomorrow night, when councillors Gareth Ward, Rebecca Rudd and Richard Bates will try to stop council bypassing its own legal advice saying it should reclassify the site before proceeding with the sale. 

The three councillors have recommended council rescind a motion not to reclassify the Huskisson car park site, adding another chapter to a long running saga. 

Earlier this year council resolved to sell the car park land to developers Huscorp for an undisclosed sum. 

However the sale was delayed due to issues surrounding classification of the land, which according to legal advice from the Department of Local Government, has “a direct impact on council’s ability to dispose of the property”. 

Cr Bates said the rescission motion was lodged to bring to the public’s attention exactly what had happened, as until now the issue had been predominantly dealt with in confidential session.
However a reclassification process could lead to further scrutiny. 

“Council then had to decide which was the greatest risk - reclassification in the face of community opposition or a community legal challenge to the existing classification,” Cr Bates said. 

“Council decided to seek legal advice, both internally and externally. 

“All the advice indicated as there was significant doubt, the prudent course of action would be to re-classify. 

“If the reclassification was unsuccessful or the existing classification was successfully challenged, it would lead to a lack of ability to sell the land and council could be liable for considerable damages to Huscorp, who we have agreed to sell to. 

“Whatever the outcome, here is yet another example of council wanting to pursue a development path and so blinkered by its vision, despite considerable community opposition, that it is walking into one debacle after another,” Cr Bates said. 

“If it is genuinely operational land they have nothing to fear, if it isn’t then it should not be sold. 

“We should determine once and for all if council can sell this block. 

“It is my view that it is in the public interest for the land to go through the reclassification process one way or another to confirm its status, and that the burden of proof of ability to sell should be on council, not the community.” 

Shoalhaven Mayor Greg Watson said the rescission motion was nothing more than a “waste of council’s time” as it was not lodged at the end of the previous council meeting. 

“If they were serious they would have lodged it at the last council meeting, so it has no effect. 

“If they lodged it at the meeting it would have instigated a stay of proceeding, but since then administration has proceeded on its own merry way.” 

Cr Watson said he had no concern over council’s decision not to reclassify the land. 

“There was briefly a concern over the classification when it was believed there was inadequate advertising, but since then we have found out it was advertised correctly,” Cr Watson said. 




