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Council lets slip it sold prime Huskisson land to a developer at a bargain basement price 

SHOALHAVEN City Council received only $900,000 for the sale of its Owen Street carpark in Huskisson, it was revealed at Tuesday night’s ordinary meeting. 

During a debate about the carpark sale, Councillor Jim McCrudden let slip that the council received “$900,000 and traffic controls” for the land, a price which until then had not been publicly disclosed. 

The issue had previously been discussed 32 times by council but this was the first time the price had been disclosed to the public. 

Shoalhaven Mayor Greg Watson took the unusual step of addressing the media gallery directly. 

“The figure Cr McCrudden said before, I wouldn’t like to get out on the public record as it is important this be clarified,” Cr Watson said. 

“We can’t disclose what we are selling [the carpark] for but it is a sum of money plus external works, including a very, very expensive roundabout and external works to the property.” 

Cr John Finkernagel interrupted, saying “they would have been conditions of consent anyway”. 

“You’re double counting,” Cr Finkernagel told the Mayor. 

Cr Watson said that was the section 94 works that [Huscorp] have offered to fund. 

“So I am just making the point that the figure Cr McCrudden quoted was incorrect and I wouldn’t like to see that quoted as a actual figure.” 

“Too late, I reckon,” Cr Rebecca Rudd said. 

Cr John Willmott said it was an incorrect figure, before adding “well it isn’t incorrect, it is in excess of”. 

Cr McCrudden said council had sold the “air on top of the carpark” and got an underground carpark in return, without having to spend any money. 

He added it would cost council a lot of money if the deal was thwarted. 

Cr Finkernagel said he believed the land was being sold at a price “far less” than its value. 

“People don’t want an underground carpark,” he said. 

“The feedback I am getting is, leave the carpark as it is.” 

Cr Willmott said the package put forward by Huscorp would be of value to the ratepayer. 

It is estimated a roundabout of the size needed would be worth in the vicinity of $600,000. 

Graeme Gibson of Shoalhaven Action Campaign said the $900,000 figure was way short of what the market value would be for the site. 

“Huscorp purchased two blocks adjacent for a total $3.25 million,” Mr Gibson said. 

“Receiving $900,000 for a much bigger block, closer to the water, even with the additional works is simply the community subsidising the developer.”



