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Time to come out from behind closed doors 
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IT is time for Shoalhaven City Council’s decision-making processes to come out from behind closed doors. 
Too often during this past year the public and the media has been excluded from the council chambers as crucial decisions have been made that affect the region’s long-term future and directions. 

Invariably there are claims of commercial confidence or legal ramifications used to justify excluding the community from decisions, but a detailed look at what decisions are made behind closed doors quickly shows that this is often not the case. 

And even when dealing with commercial issues, councillors need to remember at all times that they are merely the stewards of council’s finances and assets, that are in reality owned by all the people they are excluding from the decision-making process. 

It is simply not good enough, and leads to doubt and suspicion within the community. 

Today the South Coast Register starts to probe decisions made behind closed doors in an effort to ensure the people councillors are supposed to represent are fully aware of what is going on within their community. 

And we will continue to expose issues decided behind closed doors. 

It will then be up to the public to decide on the motives for making decisions away from the public spotlight.




